Chord Shapes

Additional symbols
· Sometimes you will see a triangle for a major chord (CΔ7) or a minus sign for a minor (C-7)

Rule of 3rds
· Tertian harmony (harmony consisting of intervals of thirds, major or minor)
· Major, minor, diminished, augmented
· You can relate the notes of a chord from one to the next (tertian relationship) or you can relate the notes of a chord in relationship to the root (which is how chords are named)

· 7th Chords
· Adding 4th note to the triad. 
· The 4th note is the 7th in the scale from the root.
· There are 3 types of 7th notes (major 7,minor 7, diminished 7)
· Major 7 is 5 whole steps and a half step from the root. (Or, a half step below the octave)
· Minor 7 is a whole step below the octave.
· Dim 7 is a whole step and a half step below the octave.
· 1, 3, 5, and 7
· Ex.) 
· Cmaj7 (C root, major 3rd, minor 3rd, major 3rd) includes both a major 3rd and major 7th with the perfect 5th.
· Cmin7 (C root, minor 3rd, major 3rd, minor 3rd) includes both a minor 3rd and minor 7th with the perfect 5th.
· C7 \ C dominant 7 (C root, major 3rd, minor 3rd, minor 3rd) has a major 3rd but a minor 7th
· Cminmaj7 (C root, minor 3rd, major 3rd, major 3rd) has a minor 3rd but a major 7th)
· CØ7 / Cmin7b5 / C half diminished 7 (C root, minor 3rd, minor 3rd, major 3rd) has a minor 3rd, flat 5th (diminished 5th) and a minor 7th
· Co7 / Cdim7 / C fully diminished 7 (C root, minor 3rd, minor 3rd, minor 3rd) has a minor 3rd, flat 5th (diminished 5th) and a diminished 7th
· Caugmaj7 (C root, major 3rd, major 3rd, minor 3rd) has a major 3rd, sharp 5th (augmented 5th) and a major 7th
· Extended Chords
· Adding more 3rd relationships extended beyond the 7th.
· When we extend beyond the 7th, we are passing the octave, and refer to the notes as 8-14, since we are relating them all the way back to the root.
· 9, 11, 13 (each of these are adding another 3rd interval from the previous note. We do not go beyond 13, because then we are just starting over on the root note.
· Ex.)
· Cmaj9 : Whatever number shows up on the chord, it implies that you play all the intervals before it. (C root, major 3rd, minor 3rd, major 3rd, minor 3rd) has a third, perfect 5th, major 7th, and 9th. 
The symbol on the chord after the root (maj, min, aug, dim) only gets applied to the intervals within the 1st 7 notes of the scale. It has no effect on the extended notes. The extended note is simply the perfect form of that note according the scale, unless it is explicitly indicated on the chord by a flat(b) or sharp(#)
· Cmaj7(b9): root, major 3rd, perfect 5th, major 7th, flattened 9th
· Cmin13: root, minor 3rd, perfect 5th, minor 7th, natural 9, natural 11, and natural 13
· Cadd9: when you put in the word add into the chord, this means you are only adding that extension, and not all of the other extensions before it as well. (root, major 3rd, perfect 5th, natural 9...no 7th)
· Cminadd13: root, minor 3rd, perfect 5th, natural 13th
